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In today’s globalized world, nations have to compete permanently for scarce resources.
Therefore, it is crucial for a nation to foster education, science, research, and innovation within their
country. Research and innovation are the main determinants for sustainable economic growth and
the prosperity of a region, and for that reason, national strategies have become highly important.

In the United States of America, education and research policy action has been clustered into
the American Competitive Initiative (ACI), presented by U.S. president George W. Bush in the
beginning of 2006. Among the ambitious aims of this initiative are the strengthening of scientific
education and research, and the attracting of highly qualified personnel worldwide. The centerpiece
of the ACI is the doubling of financial investment ‘in key Federal agencies that support basic
research programs in the physical sciences and engineering’ over ten years. In August 2007, the
America Competes Act, which shares the goals of the ACI was signed into law.

In Germany, governmental research programs have been combined into the so-called High-
tech Strategy. Initiatives for promising areas of research, such as biotechnology, or energy
research, are part of the strategy as well as programs for the promotion of cooperation between
academic institutions and industry. Furthermore, innovative companies shall be financially
supported, especially small and medium-sized enterprises, and technology transfer shall be
facilitated.

The Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung arranged numerous conferences and panel discussions on issues
in the field of research and innovation in the last years. In 2007, the activities were compiled in the
“Berlin Forum on Research and Innovation”. Representatives of business, academia, and politics
shared and share their views and make recommendations for political action. At all times,
information and insight given by international experts is welcome. In 2008, we organized a
conference on “In the North, the future has already begun — Education and innovation in the Nordic
countries” in Berlin, comparing and exchanging experiences with guests from Finland and Sweden.

The information program ‘Top-level research and innovation in the USA’ now gives us the
opportunity to learn from the US experience: What kind of national strategy has proved to be
successful in terms of innovation power and economic growth? How can we enhance cooperation
between universities, research institutions, and industry? How can research funding be organized in
a most efficient way? What challenges do we have to face in the future? It is planned to follow up on
these issues with a conference looking at research and innovation policy in the USA and in
Germany in 2009.

The FriedrichEbertStiftungis a non-profit German political foundation committed to the advancement of public policy issues in the
spirit of the basic values of social democracy through education, research, and international cooperation. The foundation,
headquartered in Bonn and Berlin, was founded in 1925 and is named after Friedrich Ebert, Germany’s first democratically elected
president. Today, the Friedrich Ebert Foundation has six adult education centers and 13 regional offices throughout Germany,
maintains branch offices in over 90 countries and carries out activities in more than 100 countries.
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